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SUBJECT: GOJ VIEWS ON RELATIONS WITH HANOI 

SUMMARY: PRESS REPORTS THAT, FOLLOWING TOKYO 
CONFERENCE OF JAPANESE AMBASSADORS TO INDO- CHINA 
STATES, GOJ HAS DECIDED TO BEGIN NEGOTIATIONS SOON TO 
OPEN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH HANOI. HOWEVER. FONOFF 
HAS ASSURED EMBASSY THAT GOJ HAS NO INTENTION OF 
MOVING QUICKLY AND WILL NOT PROCEED WITHOUT DISCUSSING 
ISSUE FURTHER WITH USG. END SUMMARY. 

1. JAPANESE AMBASSADORS TO SAIGON, PHNOM PENH AND 
VIENTIANE WERE SUMMONED TO CONFERENCE IN TOKYO 
MAY 17-18 WITH SENIOR FONOFF OFFICIALS TO DISCUSS 
FUTURE GOJ POLICY TOWARD INDO- CHINA STATES. 

AT CONCLUSION OF CONFERENCE, ASIAN AFFAIRS 
DIRGEN YOSHIDA MET WITH PRESS, WHICH SUBSEQUENTLY 
PUBLISHED FOLLOWING VERSION OF CONFERENCE 
CONCLUSIONS. 
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2. PRESS SAID CONFEREES " DID NOT SEE ANY MAJOR 
IMPEDIMENT" TO JAPAN' S ESTABLISHING DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH DRV AND THEREFORE GOJ IS EXPECTED 
TO IHBTIATE NEGOTIATIONS SOON. PRESS QUOTED YOSHIDA 
AS SAYING THAT, JUDGING FROM RECENT ATTITUDE OF 
GVN TOWARD COUNTRIES WHICH ARE TRYING TO ESTABLISH 
DIPLOMATIC ITIES WITH HANOI, IT SEEMS UNLIKELY THAT GVN 
WOULD OPPOSE JAPANESE EFFORTS TO FOLLOW SUIT. THIS 

IS PARTIALLY BECAUSE SAIGON IS NOW CONSCIOUS OF ITS OWN 
POWER AND NO LONGER AFRAID OF HANOI’ S INFLUENCE. WITH 
RESPECT TO TIMING OF ESTABLISHING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS, 
YOSHIDA WOULD ONLY SAY THEY WOULD BE " REALIZED IN 
NEAR FUTURE". 

3. FONOFF AMERICAN AFFAIRS DIRGEN OKAWARA CALLED 
DCM AFTER PRESS CONFERENCE TO INDICATE HE 
THOUGHT PRESS MIGHT HAVE MISINTERPRETED SOME OF 
YOSHIDA’ S REMARKS. OKAWARA SAID GOJ IS WELL AWARE 
OF RECENT CONVERSATIONS IN WASHINGTON AMONG 
MESSRS. USHIBA, YAMAZAKI, SULLIVAN AND SNEIDER, 

AND THEREFORE OF USG CONCERNS THAT PRESSURE BE 
KEPT ON HANOI TO LIVE UP TO PARIS AGREEMENTS. 

OKAWARA SAID HE WISHED TO REASSURE EMBASSY THAT, 
DESPITE WHATEVER PRESS MIGHT REPORT ABOUT YOSHIDA’ S 
PRESS CONFERENCE, GOJ HAS NO INTENTION OF MOVING 
QUICKLY TO ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH 
DRV, AND GOJ WILL IN ANY CASE NOT PROCEED IN THAT 
DIRECTION WITHOUT DISCUSSING SUBJECT FURTHER WITH 
USG. 

4. EMBASSY WILL SEND FULL REPORT ON AMBASSADORIAL 
DELIB ERATION S AFTER FONOFF BRIEFING EXPECTED EARLY 
NEXT WEEK. 
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